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1. EMBASSY APPRECIATES BEING GIVEN CHANCE TO COMMENT ON PLANS FOR 
AMERICAN JOURNALISTS TO VISIT DIEGO GARCIA. 

2. IN AUGUST 1972 WE REPORTED (REF C) THAT UK HIGH COMMISSION HERE 
HAS SUGGESTED DESIRABILITY OF INVITING TWO SENIOR INDIAN NAVAL OEFICE 
RS 

TO VISIT DIEGO GARCIA, AND RECEIVED NEGATIVE RESPONSE FROM 
DEPARTMENT (STATE 160448), WITH WHICH WE AGREED. WE ARE STILL 
NOT CONVINCED JOURNALIST VISIT IS GOOD IDEA SINCE IT STIMULATES 
REPORTING ON SUBJECT BETTER LEFT QUIET. THEREFORE WE RECOMMEND 
AGAINST SUCH A VISIT. IF, NEVERTHELESS, THREE US JOURNALISTS 
ARE TO VISIT THE COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE WORTHWHILE CONSIDERING AN INVITATION TO AN INDIAN JOURNALIST 
TO JOIN THE GROUP. INDIAN PAPERS HAVE GIVEN FULL PUBLICITY TOO 
OPENING OE THE EACILITY, OFTEN WITH NEGATIVE TWISTS SUCH 
AS CALLING IT A "BASE". A VISIT BY RESPONSIBLE INDIAN JOURNALIST 
MIGHT HELP TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT AND AVOID POSSIBLE 
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REDUCE INDIAN SUSPICION OE US REFUSAL TO ALLOW EUTURE SEPARATE 
INDIAN JOURNALIST VISIT IF THIS WAS REQUESTED (AND WE ASSUME 
CINCPAC AND WASHINGTON DO NOT WANT SERIES OF JOURNALIST TRIPS). 

GIRILAL JAIN OF TIMES OF INDIA (RESIDENT EDITOR), KULDIP NAYAR 
OE STATESMAN (RESIDENT EDITOR), WOR DILIP MUKERRJI OE TIMES 
OE INDIA (CHIEF OF BBUREAU) WOULD BE OUR PREEERRED CANDIDATES. 

ALL ARE RESPONSIBLE, OBJECTIVE JOURNALISTS BASICALLY WELL- 
DISPOSED TOWARD US, AND WITH EXCELLENT LOCAL REPUTATIONS. 

IP DEPARTMENT AND CINCPAC APPROVE, WE WILL APPROACH JOURNALISTS 
TO SEE WHICH INTERESTED. 

3. EMBASSY WILL FIND THE UNCLASSIPIED SECTION OP REP (B) 

HELPFUL IN REPLYING TO INQUIRIES HERE. 

4. FYI WILLIAM DRUMMOND, LOS ANGELES TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
HERE, HAS LONG-STANDING REQUEST TO EMBASSY TO BE INCLUDED IN 
ANY PRESS VISIT TO DIEGO GARCIA. I WOULD LIKE HIM INCLUDED 

IF ON NO OTHER GROUNDS THAT FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. IN ANY 
EVENT, DRUMMOND IS CURRENTLY BACK IN US ON LEAVE. END FYI. 

MOYNIHAN 
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